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On arriving in Lahore,, Wade found that the Maharaja
had been considerably excited by the reports which had
recently reached there of the arrival of Col. Pottinger in
Sindh, the objects which he was supposed to have and also
the suspected designs of the British Government in deputing
Captain Burnes to Kabul.55 In his first interview at which Wade
announced that the Amirs had been taken under British
protection, the Maharaja's manner was cold and repulsive.
Immediately after the interview he ordered his tents to be
struck, mounted his horse and went away from Lahore with-
out sending Wade any message.56 The unwillingness of the
Maharaja to relinquish his project on Shikarpur arose, accord-
ing to Wade, " both from a suspicion of our ultimate designs
and a loss of reputation," if he agreed to do anything that
might compromise the position he had assumed in that
quarter.57
The Maharaja ultimately yielded to Captain Wade's
remonstrances. " His deference, he said, to the wishes of his
allies took place of every other consideration ; he would let
his relations with the Amirs of Sindh remain on their
old footing, he would destroy the fort of Kan, but he
would continue to occupy Rojhan and the Mazari territory."58
The Government did not object to this declaration of Ranjit
Singh, for they thought that if they were not willing to
interpose to procure indemnification for any losses which
Ranjit Singh might suffer from the Amirs and their depen-
dants they would not be justified if they expected him to
refrain from redressing himself if real provocation had been
given.59
Thus ended the episode which threatened to bring about a
complete break of the British Government's relations with
55 See Wade (on a mission to Lahore) to Macnaughten,   27th  Decem-
ber, 1836.
56 Wade's Narrative, Op. Cit.9 p. 38, foot-note.
57 Wade's Narrative,  p.  38.    The  Maharaja revived  his   claims   to
Shikarpur at the time of the Tripartite Treaty of 1838.
58 Cunningham's History of the Sikhs (Edited by Garrett), p. 2O5.
59 Government of India to H. Pottinger.    Wade's Narrative* Op. Cit.,
p. 4O.